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We do not know what the future holds, for our dear nation or for the world.
Certainly the Challenges are like no other time. If you think of the physical
challenges before us: The earth’s climate, its food supply, its fresh water
resources, its energy resources, we might as well be in some science fiction
disaster movie. But so be it. We will move ahead and do what we can do to
survive.

We Americans will be coming at the future with a new president and perhaps a
new kind of politics. This may give us some enthusiasm and hope, regardless of
which candidate we are supporting. They are both decent men and strong
leaders. I am an old Democrat, so | indeed will be voting for Mr. Obama with
great joy, but Mr. McCain is someone | have had some dealings with, and I will
not disparage my friends who choose to vote for him. I walked some 3,200 miles
for his bill and he gave me a pair of sneakers.

Whoever our next president may be, that person will face a fact more difficult
than all the other difficult facts, and here it is: Congress is so deadlocked by
special interests that real reform on any front — environmental, health, education
or the general welfare of the people — will be difficult to impossible.

The next president will have to go directly to the American People and make the
case for needed action, and this must be done with such moral force that the
people will nearly rise up to demand action by their elected leaders in Congress
and locally. Mr. Obama seems particularly suited to this high task and that is the
reason many people think he is a man of history. But Mr. McCain may rise to that
moment also, if he is given the chance and if he will disentangle himself from the
special interests that he rails against yet embraces.

This election will be crucial to our future, a fact we do not argue — any of us.
Those of us who keep an eye over our shoulder for the darker intrigues of politics
must keep working to assure that voting systems are open and not corrupted and
that the right of the people to elect people who represent their dreams is not
overthrown — this right is our primary freedom. When there are big shakeups at
the pentagon, as there have been recently, we who see shadows look carefully
indeed. We have lost too many of our greatest leaders already.



Besides our vigilance, what can we do to help our next president help us to move
forward?

The stranglehold that the K street lobbying culture has on our government, which
is a cancer on our democracy, must be ended. I would urge the new president to
lead the charge to outlaw lobbying by defense contractors, and by industries that
rely heavily on public money, such as the pharmaceutical and health insurance
industries. Let their executives be heard in congress, but let them do so in open
hearings. Let them speak when they are spoken to. Let them answer questions
when they are asked for their answers. But most of us will agree that their power
has grown too great. Eisenhower, only three years before John Kennedy’s death,
warned us against the military-industrial complex. It is time to marginalize this
dangerous and undemocratic force in our lives.

Clearly, we must treat carefully when we dare limit any person’s free speech. But
there is a vital difference between a defense executive making a presentation at
the pentagon or before a congressional committee and that same executive
hosting parties and providing jets and companions to those same generals and
elected leaders. We need to draw a very careful line, but draw a line we must.

Who would not stand behind any candidate or newly elected president who
proposed such a new law? We would camp in every street of Washington until it
passed!

Further, we must draw another line. When an elected leader accepts money from
some special interest whose issues are subject to that official’s actions and votes,
there is a conflict of interest. The present laws, local and federal, limit conflict of
interest to the acceptance of private benefits, but campaign donation or campaign
assistance is less than a half step from a private gain for such officials. We must
expand our conflict of interest laws so that no public official may vote on an issue
that affects his or her major financial donors. If this law would encourage the
otherwise slow advance of the new reforms that publicly finance election
campaigns, all the better.

Until we free our elected leaders of the cancer of K Street and widespread conflict
of interests among our elected leaders, no serious reforms will be possible.

As we move into the general election campaign, let us push these ideas with our
candidates. The future of nature is at state. The future of weather is at stake. The
futures of our children and grandchildren are at state. Let us not simply hope that
a new leader, a better leader, will solve all our problems. America’s closet is very
old now and needs a big cleaning. Let’s do it.

We have been running America for many decades with negative visualizations.
What we think, and what we dream, and what we say can have an effect in the
world. We have to make room in the world for what we dream by actually

dreaming it, by making space for it, by making it imaginable to others through



our own creative leadership in our own families and neighborhoods.

Let’s not be tired. Let’s not be old. Let’'s make a new beginning by getting together
with our neighbors more often. How about next week? Let’s plant some more
vegetable gardens; let's make some furniture or art. Let’s fix up some bicycles.
Let’s get the whole neighborhood to go down to visit the local office of our elected
people and get them on board or scare the hell out of them.

This is our democracy if we can keep it. This is a grand planet if we can save it. It
really is up to us, each person is the hero of the world and in saying that, | do not
joke or exaggerate. Every one of you has the power to do this, to start something
big and necessary and beautiful.

I have travelled these last four years to eight different states where work is being
done on public funding of elections. And each place | have been asked: “When is
New Hampshire going to go for public funding of elections, Granny D?” As you
know, we now have three states with citizen owned elections: Maine, Arizona, by
citizen’s initiative and Connecticut by Legislation. I am proud to announce that
this past month our Governor, John Lynch, has signed an amendment to our Bill
HB794. A seven-person commission is now being chosen to find a means of
funding this bill. The commission will report to the House and Senate on
December 2, 2008.

During those intervening six months, our intention is to educate our constituents
the how and why of public funding. Our goal is to acquaint the people so that they
will become a force to convince our legislature to follow Connecticut’s example
and become the #4 state to have citizen-owned elections we will help our
commission to find a way to fund public funding, without asking for money from
the general fund.

New Hampshire could become a model for other states that are eager to have the
system but have not found a way to fund it. When sufficient states have accepted
the system a critical mass will form and it will go federal.

We are making history ladies and gentlemen. Please help us by changing your
state to public funding of elections. You will be helping to change your state, our
country and the world. Do not think | exaggerate. It can be done. We can become
a real democracy and when you are my age you will sit back with a pleasant smile
knowing you did the right thing.



